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The Pennsylvania State 
Snowmobile Association

• WELCOME 
– Liz Krug, Secretary

• INTRODUCTIONS 
– Lori Elliott, Executive Director

• LUNCH BUFFET
• PSSA PRESENTATION

– Bob Kirchner, Vice-President

• DISCUSSION 
– Bob Kirchner, Liz Krug

• FOLDER OF INFORMATION 
AND NEXT STEPS 
– Liz Krug

Our History

• In 1969, a small group of Pennsylvania snowmobilers 
met in Marienville to discuss the many snowmobile bills 
being introduced by the State Legislature, some of which 
were viewed as having adverse impacts on 
snowmobiling in the Commonwealth. 

• The Pennsylvania State Snowmobile Association was 
formed as a result of this collaboration.  Primarily 
through the work of two legislators, Rep. Bennett and 
Hopkins and the PSSA, a comprehensive snowmobile 
law was passed.  This legislation was considered to be 
some of the best snowmobile legislation in the US at that 
time. 
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OUR MISSION
The PSSA is a statewide membership 

organization committed to enhancing the 
Pennsylvania snowmobiling experience of 
family recreation, fellowship, and tourism, 
by striving to assure high quality trails and 

safe, environmentally-responsible 
recreational use of snowmobiles.
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OK, really, who are you?

• 2500 family 
memberships

• 54 Local Clubs
– 7 in Erie County

• 61 Snowmobile 
Dealers

• 44 Associate 
Members
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2005 Demographics*

• 70% - Family Incomes over $50,000/Yr
– 21% Exceed $100,000/YR

• 63% Live in Rural Areas
– 19% Are Suburbanites

• Median Age Range – 30 to 39
– 23% of Riders Are 40 to 49

• 64% Hunt, 50% Fish, 47% Camp, 23% 
Hike

*Pennsylvania Snowmobilers and Their Needs , 
Penn State University, August 2006 

(Lord/Elmendorf/Strauss)
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• Maintained a Full Time Lobbyist in 
Harrisburg – Protecting Snowmobilers’ 
Right to Ride and Favorite Riding Areas 

• Secured an Annual $1,000,000 Gas 
Tax Refund for the Snowmobile/ATV 
Restricted Account

• Led the Effort That Made “102” Wide 
Trailers Legal on Pennsylvania 
Highways
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• Published the WORLD’S ONLY 12 Issue 
per Year Snowmobile Publication the 
Keystone Snowmobiler

• Maintained www.pasnow.org – The 
Web Site of Record for Pennsylvania 
Snowmobiling
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• Provided Clubs With the Ability to 
Access the Trail Liability Insurance 
Landowners Require

• Completed Two Economic Impact 
Surveys Critical to Establishing the 
Importance of Snowmobiling to the 
State Economy 
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• In Conjunction with DCNR - Secured 
the “Voluntary Assumption of Risk” 
Statute to Protect Fee Based Use 
Landowners from Liability

• Continues to Introduce Legislation to 
Improve the Existing Recreational Use 
of Land and Waters Act Which Protects 
Non Fee Landowners from Liability
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• Represented Snowmobilers on the DCNR 
Snowmobile and ATV Advisory Committee 
(SAAC)

• Represented Snowmobilers on the DCNR 
Recreational Trails Advisory Committee 
(RAC)

• Represented Snowmobilers on the State 
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 
(SCORP) Technical Advisory Committee
– Represented Snowmobiles on the Statewide Trail 

Committee - SCORP
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And a Big Consumer Show Too!
Lebanon Expo Center - October

Where are these snowmobiles*?
Pennsylvania Top 5 Counties

• You might be surprised!
• Erie County – 2367  
• Lancaster County – 2095
• Berks County – 1772 
• York County – 1624
• Bucks County – 1111

*DCNR Active Vehicles – February 2011
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Where do you ride?

2,500+ Miles 
of Marked 

Public Land 
Joint Use/ 
No Winter 

Maintenance 
Roads and 

Groomed Trails
&

Approximately

2,500  Miles 
of Private
Land Trail
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Groomed? You say what?

Modern Groomer 
Technology

Volunteers 
Learning to Use 

Modern Groomer 
Technology

Private Land Trails

• PSSA clubs secure, 
sign, maintain, and 
groom hundreds of 
miles of private trail

• For instance, we have 
162 miles of private 
land trail in Erie 
County alone!

• And we’re handy too!
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But It Takes a Lot of Work
and even more dedication

• Over 3000 hours of volunteer grooming 
and trail maintenance in Erie County

• Attendance at club meetings and fund-
raisers

• Meet with land-owners 
• Attend Erie Crawford Snowmobile Alliance 

Meetings (ECSA)
• Snow Disaster Team

The Economics of Snowmobiling
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Investing in the 
Economy 

PSSA Economic Impact Study
Lebanon Valley College 2000

Economic Impact of Snowmobiling 
in the Commonwealth

• $160,782,120 after Economic Multiplier of 
3X Applied

• $6,618,000 is the Estimated Annual 
Revenue Lost Due to Pennsylvania 
Snowmobilers Traveling to Out of State 
Trails.

PSSA Commissioned 
Economic Impact Study –
2000 Lebanon Valley 
College – Raffield/Guerrisi
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Looks Expensive - Funding the Sport

• Registration 
Fees

• Gas Tax 
Refund

• Recreational 
Trails Program 
(Federal)

Cost Comparison – Ride Sally Ride

• Pennsylvania Resident Riding in PA-
$20 Two Year Annual Registration Fee

• New York or PA Resident Riding in NY-
$100 Annual Fee unless a Club Member -
$45 with Club Membership*

• Ohio Resident Riding in Ohio or PA -
$31.25 Three Year Registration*
*Reciprocity- rec·i·proc·i·ty - the relation or policy in commercial dealings betwe en 
snowmobiling states by which corresponding advantag es or privileges are granted by each 
state to the citizens of the other
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Easing the Burden of Government

PA Trail Inventory
Create an accurate up-to-date inventory of    

snowmobile trails in PA in order to:
1. Assess signage needs

2. Target specific areas for interconnectivity

3. Assess present & future grooming  and 
signage needs

4. Develop a corridor trail system

5. Develop a commonwealth-wide trail map

6. Develop an electronic version of the trail map 
that GPS users can download and utilize 
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State Forest Resource Management Plan

Actions (for both ATV & Snowmobile 
Motorized Trails)

Maintain appropriate signage on all 
motorized trails (Goal 1)

PSSA Signage Proposals/GIS Project

State Forest Resource Management Plan

Actions (for both ATV & Snowmobile Motorized Trails )

– Improve trailhead facilities (adequate parking, 
attractive information sign boards, restroom facilities) 
(Goal 1,3) 

– PSSA Gas Tax Refund Initiative

– Promote, advertise, and encourage volunteer 
participation from motorized recreation clubs (Goal 
5)

– PSSA and 54 Member Clubs
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Current PSSA Initiatives

Recommendation 5: Expand outdoor recreation and 
outdoor learning opportunities on state forest and park 

lands

• Work with the PA Tourism Office to deliver 
informative, attractive, and comprehensive 
outdoor recreation information, through the 
Internet and other means, to visitors and 
residents of the state to support the growth 
of the outdoor recreational tourism 
industry

• PSSA Website Grant/GIS Grant/Social 
Media Grant

Shaping A Sustainable 
Pennsylvania –DCNR’s 
Blueprint for Action
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Navigational Intersection Signs
A Pilot Project

• Increase Safety
• Enhance Mapping
• Foster Tourism
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GPS/GIS

• The PSSA Member Clubs in Erie and 
Potter County have mapped all private 
land trails in their systems using 
commercial grade GIS equipment.

• This mapping will serve as a basis for 
interactive internet based maps

• Navigation and Trip Planning enters the 
21st Century.

The Blue Line
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A Socially Responsible User Group

Safety Classes

• PSSA Member Club 
Volunteers conducted 
Twenty Four 8-Hour 
DCNR Youth Safety 
Classes in 2010-11

• PSSA Volunteers 
played an integral 
part in updating 
course materials in 
2006
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PSSA Outreach on Alcohol

In Cooperation with the American 
Council of Snowmobile Associations



19

Let’s Talk About the Environment
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Snowmobiles and the Environment

• Today’s 4 stroke and BAT* 2 stroke 
snowmobiles meet strict EPA Standards

• Gas mileage for 4 stroke snowmobiles is nearly 
double that of 2 stroke models**

• Some of today’s snowmobiles are as much as 
96% cleaner than those of the early 90s

* Best Available Technology

**Portable Emission Measurements of Snowcoaches and S nowmobiles in Yellowstone National Park –
University of Denver – January 2006

Snowmobiles and Noise

• Sound levels for 
snowmobiles have been 
reduced 94% since 
inception (1969)

• Snowmobiles produced 
since February 1, 1975 
emit no more than 78dBA
from a distance of 50 feet 
while traveling at full 
throttle when tested 
under the Society of 
Automotive Engineers 
(SAE) J192 procedures. 

40
Leaves Rustling, 

Refrigerator

60Dishwasher

70Alarm Clock, City Traffic

80
Garbage Disposal, 

Vacuum

85
Electric Saver, Lawn 

Mower

100Blow-dryer, Diesel Truck

110Car Horn, Snowblower

13075-Piece Orchestra

dBASound
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Reaching Out to Our Own

Promoting TourismReaching Out and Bringing Them Here
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And last – but far from least

• In the past 22 years 
the PSSA has raised 
nearly one quarter 
million dollars for the 
benefit of families of 
children with medical 
needs.

• More than 500 
families have been 
touched by this 
program statewide.

LET’S RIDE PA WITH PSSA!
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Handouts

DISCUSSION

• What have you learned about PSSA?
• How can PSSA help improve the economy 

via Tourism, PR, Grants/Funding Sources, 
Technology, Alternate trails?

• What can you do to help PSSA 
accomplish the above? 

• Thank you for your attendance and 
participation!
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CONTACT INFORMATION
(FOLDER HANDOUT)

• What have you learned about PSSA?

• What can you do to help PSSA 
accomplish its mission? (PR, 
Grants/Funding Sources, Technology, 
Alternate Trails)


